
Manifold Continuation

organ solo

Neil Thornock



Program note

The title comes from Wallace Stevens's poem "The Place of  the Solitaires:"

    Let the place of  the solitaires
    Be a place of  perpetual undulation.
    
    Whether it be in mid-sea
    On the dark, green water-wheel,
    Or on the beaches, 
    There must be no cessation
    Of  motion, or of  the noise of  motion,
    The renewal of  noise
    And manifold continuation;

    And, most, of  the motion of  thought
    And its restless iteration,

    In the place of  the solitaires, 
    Which is to be a place of  perpetual undulation.

Although, on the surface, the poem is about birds on a beach, the real subject matter is motion.
Stevens captures the abstract quality of  motion in the text itself.  I attempted to do the same in a
musical sense.  Thus, the music is about motion -- motion within a section, motion from one section
to the next, and the overall motion from the beginning of  the work to the end.

Manifold Continuation was written for Dr. Don Cook.

Performance notes

This piece is performable on a two-manual organ, although a larger instrument with broad chorus
possibilities is preferred.

Registration indications are given primarily in terms of  dynamics.  Specific indications are aids only
in selecting particular registrations for the given instrument.  Generally, registrations should be pyramidal,
i.e., with a broad base of  8' stops.  The performer is allowed great flexibility in selecting colors and
combinations.

Performance in a reverberant hall is most desireable, allowing the music to undulate.
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Manifold Continuation
for Dr. Don Cook Neil Thornock

Spring 2004

I, II:  Broad, full, mellow (fl., str. 8)
                no coupling!
Ped.:  Matching I and II (fl., str. 16, 8)
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I and II:  16, 8, 4, 2, mix, 
            reeds 8, 4
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I:  Flute 8, 2-2/3

II:  Celeste 8
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I:  16, 8, 4, 2-2/3, 2, Trumpet 8
II:  16, 8, 4, 2-2/3, 2, Oboe
Ped.:  16, 8, 4, Bombarde 16
        I/Ped.
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Ó
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‰
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Ped: Add stops
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Slightly faster  q»¡∞™
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Œ

œ#

Î

œœbb
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Ped: Add stops
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Tutti!
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Kick it!!
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